PACIFIC COAST OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

ANNUAL MEETING

HILTON LA JOLLA TORREY PINES

SECOND BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

Saturday, October 3, 2009

Attendance

Board of Directors

Donald Barford, Seattle Caucus Chair

Jodell Boyle, Member at Large

Andrew Combs, San Francisco Caucus Chair

Lind Eckert, Editor of Scientific Proceedings

Jack Enbom, Secretary Treasurer

David Lagrew, Assistant Secretary

Marilyn Laughead, San Diego/Arizona Caucus Chair

J. Bill Parer, President

Phillip Patton, Portland Caucus Chair

Robert Prins, President Elect

Lyman Rust, Past President

Arthur Segal, Los Angeles Caucus Chair

Invited Guests

Dean Coonrod, Program Chair 2009

Robert Israel, Chair Industry Liaison Committee

Michael Kettel, Arrangements Chair 2009

Russell Laros, Arrangements Chair 2010

Dena Towner, Program Chair 2010

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Bill Parer at 1:45 p.m.   

Approval of the Minutes, First Board of Directors Meeting September 30, 2009
Secretary Enbom indicated that he had finished the draft of the First Board of Directors Meeting minutes the evening before.  There was no cost effective way to have them copied and handed out to the Board prior to the meeting with time to adequately review the draft multi-paged minutes.  The minutes will be distributed for approval at the Interim Board Meeting March 6, 2010.  The draft minutes will be sent to the Board members and published on the PCOGS website following the Annual Scientific Meeting.  

Budget

Dues

Secretary Enbom indicated the dues have been $350 for Fellows and $25 for Retired Fellows, Non-Resident Fellows, and Honorary Fellows.   This fee structure has generated approximately $65,000 each year.   It is recommended that the dues remain the same for the 2010 year.  A motion with second passed keeping the same dues for the coming year.


Website

The website has received more use every year.  Almost half of the registrations were paid online this year.   The addition of the Guest Registration was very helpful to the guests this year as well.  Secretary Enbom recommends that we look into expanding the website charge options to allow other charges such as golf or exhibitors fees.  This will be explored with the web host and Assistant Secretary.
Report of the Editor of Scientific Proceedings
Linda Eckert indicated that only 11 papers have been submitted for consideration by the AJOG which is lower that the traditional submissions.   

The deadlines for the submission of manuscripts for next year will be generally the same but it was suggested that the three important deadlines be placed at the top of the instructions on the PCOGS website and be highlighted so that they are easily noted.  All manuscripts will be submitted online as well for the 2010 meeting.  

Alternative publications were discussed including online publications.   There are other journals and online publications but some of the online publications require payment per page.   Exploration of alternative publications will be an ongoing consideration by the Program Committee, Editor of Scientific Proceedings, and the Board.  

A discussion of the papers presented by one of the 2009 Society Guests was presented to the Program Committee and the Formal Discussant as a PowerPoint presentation; not in a manuscript format. This is not an acceptable submission format and the Program Committee will need to emphasize to all who submit papers for oral presentation that they must be submitted as a manuscript for acceptance and in the required format of the AJOG if they are to be considered for publication.     
Review of the Candidates
Ten Society Guests presented at the 2009 meeting.   All 10 Society Guests received positive recommendations at the Second Business Meeting.  Patricia Grade, Scottsdale, SD/AZ Caucus, withdrew her paper very late in the process and was dropped from consideration.   The host Caucus will need to decide whether to reconsider Dr. Grade in the future or not.
Marc Incerpi, Society Guest, Los Angeles Caucus, presented a manuscript this year as a Board approved “fast track” candidate.  He was listed in the program as a Society Guest and invited as a Society Guest before the membership amended Article I, Section 3 (d).  This amendment changes the “fast track” candidate to Guest of the Board of Directors when invited to present a year early at the request of the Program Committee and Board. As amended on Thursday, September 30, 2009 the “fast track” candidate would still be required to be ranked and voted on as a Society Guest by the host Caucus and Board the year following their presentation and attend as a Society Guest to be eligible for membership. In fairness to Dr. Incerpi his name will be included with the other nine Society Guests for Board approval.  

The following list is submitted to  the Board for their approval and placement on the ballot.  The ballot will be submitted to all Fellows by mail.  Disqualification occurs if 10% or greater unfavorable votes are returned.  
Jonathan S. Berek, 

SF

Janet M. Burlingame

SF

Audrey P. Garrett


Portland 

Marc Incerpi


Los Angeles

William Khieu


SF
Matthew Kim


SD/AZ  now of LA Caucus

Maria Manriquez


Phoenix

Guillermo J. Valenzuela

LA

Juan Vargas


SF Caucus

The motion with second to place the ten 2009 Society Guests listed above on the ballot to be submitted to the membership was approved.

Old Business
None

New Business


Legal Review of Bylaws

There has been increased scrutiny of not for profit corporations and additional IRS requirements placed on these corporations.   Conflict of Interest statements may need to be added to the Bylaws/Rules as well as more formalized record retention policies.   Secretary Enbom recommends that an attorney, who works with not for profit corporations, review our Bylaws and Rules and advise PCOGS regarding compliance and suggested revisions to our corporate documents if needed.  A motion with second was approved to allow the Secretary to proceed. 


Linda Hinrichsen, Society Administrator, Participation in Board Meetings

Linda Hinrichsen, Society Administrator, is such a very key person in the function of our Society.  Secretary Enbom recommends that she be invited to attend all Board of Director Meetings: Interim Board Meeting and the First and Second Board Meeting at the scientific meetings.  A job description should be revised to accommodate these changes.   Linda would be paid for time in meetings and in preparation time plus travel expenses, meals, and hotel would be provided.  The Board approved Linda Hinrichsen’s attendance and participation in the Board of Directors meetings.  Secretary Enbom will ask Linda to provide a draft of a revised job description which will be presented at the 2010 Interim Board meeting if she is willing to attend the additional meetings.  


Transition for Secretary Treasurer 

Secretary Treasurer Enbom indicated that he would like to step down from the office of Secretary-Treasurer at the 2010 Annual Scientific Meeting in Hawaii.   A very qualified candidate for nomination is currently considering the position.  Secretary Enbom recommended that if the candidate gives an affirmative answer he would pass the name onto the Nominating Committee and would also like the Board to invite the candidate to the March 6, 2010 Interim Board meeting as an Invited Guest of the Board.  The Secretary Treasurer also suggested that the candidate receive the same information each quarter that is sent to the Audit Committee.  The Board approved the recommendations.   

Sports Day Charges
Secretary Treasurer Enbom indicated that more golf courses are requiring pre-payment of fees.  For example Torrey Pines required payment 30 days in advance of play and Lomas Santa Fe a week before play at the La Jolla meeting. Although most play is reimbursed by the participants there is the potential for default or non-payment.  It is suggested that payment of green’s fees accompany the request for play at courses that require pre-payment.  The payment would be forfeited if the player withdraws after the required payment deadline unless a substitute player is found.   This places a potential burden on the golf chairman and the players but is consistent with the policy that funding of sports activities is independent of Society’s meeting expenses.  It is easier for the Treasurer to refund a payment if needed than to be required to bill and re-bill players for their elective activities.  

Lyman Rust’s Proposal: Stipend for Secretary Treasurer
Lyman Rust suggested at the Second Business Meeting that the Society consider a stipend for the office of Secretary Treasurer.  The position involves a significant time commitment and has the potential of taking valuable practice time away from working physicians.   He suggested $500 a month as an example.

Secretary Treasurer Enbom indicated that he would not favor a salary or stipend for the position and received the same answer in discussion with others who have held the office of Secretary Treasurer.   Our Society has functioned well with volunteer participation and even though the sentiment is appreciated by Secretary Treasurer Enbom it would not be in keeping with the Society’s long standing history of volunteerism.  

It was next suggested that the Society expenses be covered for the Secretary Treasurer such as dues, registration, and meeting expenses.   The following discussion the following amended motion with second was passed:  The Secretary Treasurer’s dues and meeting registration will be waived and reasonable and customary meeting travel and expenses will be reimbursed by the Society.  

2010 Program Committee and Fast Track Candidates  
At present there are only five Society Guests on record to present papers at the 2010 meeting in Hawaii.   Several potential fast track candidates have been identified by their host caucus that have expressed interest in presenting at the 2010 meeting.   It is recommended that the Program Committee receive the names and title of proposed manuscripts from fast track candidates as soon as possible for their consideration and recommendation to the Board of Directors.  Initial submission of abstracts will be required before the March 2010 Interim Board meeting.    The fast track candidates should be approved by their Caucus and the Program Committee, if additional papers are needed, prior to submission for approval by the Board of Directors as per amended Bylaws Article I, Section 3 (d).
Recognition of Roger Hoag
Roger Hoag, RF, San Francisco Caucus (1970), has an unblemished attendance record at PCOGS Annual Meetings.  It is recommended that Roger and Silvija Hoag be recognized for their dedication to the Society.  Past President Rust will recognize this achievement this evening at the Presidential Dinner/Dance.  

There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted:

John A. Enbom, Secretary Treasurer
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