PACIFIC COAST OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

PCOGS 74TH ANNUAL MEETING

Loews Lake Las Vegas Resort, Henderson, Nevada
FIRST  BUSINESS MEETING

October 11, 2007

Call to Order

The meeting was opened at 11:40 a.m. by President Gamberdella following the morning scientific session.  Dr. Gamberdella welcomed the fellows and thanked the Arrangements Chairman, Lyman Rust, for all his hard work.

Tribute to Deceased Members

President Gamberdella read the names of members who passed away in the last year:  Carl Mark III (October 2006), William (Bill) Dignam (December 2006), Charles Langmade (January 2007), Donald Minker (April 2007), James McNulty (May 2007), Herman Rhu (belated notice 2004).

 Introduction of 2007 Elected Fellows

The 18 newly elected fellows were introduced and PCOGS Certificates were given to those present:  

Meg Autry, SF

Brad Golditch, SF

Robert Palmer, Seattle

Wendy Brewster, LA

Susan Gorman, Portland
Susan Reed, Seattle

H. Randall Craig, SD/AZ
David Greenspan, SD/AZ
Larry Veltman, Portland

Paul Daskalos, Portland
Gavin Jacobson, SF

Sally Wentross, Portland

Yasser El-Sayed, SF

Mary Norton, SF

John Williams, III, LA

Michael Fassett, LA

Pamela Paley, Seattle

Sarah Snell, SD/AZ

Certificates were mailed to the newly elected fellows who were unable to attend the meeting.  

Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the Second Annual Business Meeting 2006, Second  Board Meeting 2006, Interim Board Meeting 2007, and the minutes of the First Board of Directors, October 10, 2007 as distributed to the attending Fellows and Retired Fellows and were approved.

Report of the Secretary Treasurer including the Financial Report, Membership Report, Memorial Funds

Secretary Treasurer Enbom reported that the Sun Valley Meeting was attended by 195: 65 Fellows, 10 Retired Fellows, 18 Society Guests, 14 Caucus Guests, 13 Guests of the Board of Directors, 5 Personal Guests, and 67 Companions.   The registrations fees were $575 for Fellows and Guests, $350 for Companions and the meeting received $30,000  from industry support.  The Sun Valley site was less expensive than expected and the Society had a positive balance of $43,630 from the Sun Valley meeting.
The Society accounts in the Corvallis Branch of Bank of America as of September 11, 2007 were as follows:


Checking Account


$47,697


Maximizer Savings Acct.

$178, 258


CD @ 4.79 % APR


$103,234


Invest. Account (US Treas.)

$159,232


Invest. Account Cash


$830

Total





$489,251

The memorial contributions for 2007 were $7155: Ted Adams $3,293, Frank Lynch $2,093 and Charles Kimball $1,769 contributed by sixty fellows.  The memorial funds have continued to grow steadily.  The memorial funds continue to be managed by the California Medical Association Foundation which is in an account at Smith Barney managed by Citigroup Global Markets, Inc.  

The current membership is 271: 185 Fellows, 78 Retired Fellows, 7 Non-Resident Fellows, and 2 Honorary Fellows.  The caucus member ship: LA 89 (56 F, 24 RF), Portland 45 (35 F, 10 RF), SD/AZ 27 (16 F, 11 RF), San Francisco 61 (39 F, 22 RF),  and Seattle 51 (37 F, 14 RF).

Report of the Assistant Secretary
Dr. Prins reported that the 2005 Transactions are nearly completed but have been slowed down by difficulty downloading photographs and the 2006 Transactions the 2006 Transactions are well underway.  The website has been revised and is online and has added the capability to charge dues and registrations on MasterCard and Visa.  Members should communicate with the website or directly email Sec. Enbom or Assistant Sec. Prins if they are able to access the PCOGS website.  The PCOGS website can be accessed at www.pcogs.org.

Report of the Editor of Scientific Proceedings

Phil Patton reviewed PCOGS’ acceptance rates from 2003 through last year and indicated  that 12 of 13 Society papers were published by the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology from our 2006 meeting.  Submission requirements are more stringent since the change in reviewer assignment was initiated in 2004. 
Dr. Patton announced that Linda Eckert will be nominated to follow him in the position of Editor of Scientific Proceedings at the end of his five year tenure.  

The Board of Directors discussed the need to have well articulated instructions to incoming society guests for manuscript preparation,  changes in publication policy by the AJOG, and the increased participation by sub-specialists in our society as areas that will require careful consideration by PCOGS.  At the First Board meeting on October 10, 2007 a Task Force was appointed to be made up of Phil Patton, David Lagrew, and Mike Medchill.  The Task Force is charged with two general mandates:

1. To discuss and prepare advisory documents to prospective authors which will better define the expectations of the Society in the preparation, presentation, and submission of manuscripts.

2. To better define the evolving and changing relationship with AJOG as the primary vehicle for the publication of manuscripts of the Society. 
Report of the Chairman of the Industry Liaison Committee  
Bob Israel outlined the 2007 contributions to the PCOGS Annual Scientific meeting.  Eighteen companies contributed $50,500.  Dr. Israel outlined the history of the Society’s relationship with industrial support and the dynamics that are in place currently between industrial support of medical education, medicine, and government.  The process has become more regimented, less personal and significantly more time consuming.  Dr. Israel indicated that the “committee” has been mostly himself with help from others on occasion and would like to increase participation by others in the society.  President Gamberdella thanked Dr. Israel for his long and dedicated service to PCOGS.  
By-Laws and Standing Rules 

The Ad Hoc Long Range Planning Committee Report 2005 recommended that a newer member of the Society be added as an at large member of the Board of Directors who would increase the voice of our younger Society members.  This was discussed at the March 4, 2006 Board meeting and passed but an amendment was not drafted or presented.  The Board Recommends the following amendment be considered at the October 2007 PCOGS Annual Meeting:  

Article II, Section 2 (RE: Board of Directors) Add Italics

The Board of Directors shall be composed of (a) the officers of the Society (Article IV, Section 1), (b) the Past President, (c) the Caucus Chairs, (d) the Editor of Scientific Proceedings, and (e) a Member at Large
(a) The Member at Large shall be a Fellow of the Society for less than 5 years at the time of nomination and election and will serve a three year term.  A Fellow may not serve as the Member at Large more than a single 3 year term.

Article VI, Section 1 (RE: Nominating Committee)

…… The committee shall nominate candidates for President-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary annually and a Member at Large every three years or if a vacancy exists.
A discussion was initiated at the second Sun Valley Board Meeting regarding Fellows who fail to attend at least one meeting every five years if not excused by the Board.  The current By-Laws indicate that Fellows who fail to attend at least one meeting in five without a valid excuse shall be dropped from the Society.   This has not been followed historically.  The Board has concern that the By-Laws are not being followed and either the By-Laws should be amended or enforced.  

Article VIII

Discipline

Section 1.  The Board of Directors, after proper hearing, may reprimand, suspend, expel any Fellow of the Society for violation of any of its rules or regulations, or for unprofessional conduct.  

Delete the Strikethrough Areas

Section 2.  Any Fellow who fails to attend at least one annual meeting in five consecutive years without an excused absence by the Board of Directors shall automatically forfeit membership in the Society.  Any Fellow anticipating extended absence from annual meetings due to reasons of health or equivalent adversity may request in advance to be relieved of the obligation for a specific period of time by writing to the Board of Directors.  The Secretary-Treasurer will notify any member of this provision when the Fellow has missed four consecutive annual meetings.  

The Board noted that there have been periodic cases where Society Guests have requested a deferment of one year to present their paper for personal emergencies or valid reasons related to their manuscript production.  Presently the By-Laws state that a Society Guest who fails to participate in the scheduled Scientific Session must reappear on the Caucus Ballot to be reconsidered as a Society Guest in two more years.   It is more difficult to academic physicians and private practitioners to carry out a study; problems and delays are present with Institutional Reviews, committees, etc.  The Board suggests that the current system is working well with the incoming physicians, the Program Committee and Editor of Scientific Proceedings and recommends that the Board be given the discretion of offering a one year deferment for personal emergencies or unforeseeable delays in situations where a good faith effort has been made to comply.  

Article I, Section 3, (f) Delete the Strikethrough Areas and Add Italics

Any individual invited as a Society Guest who declines the invitation or who fails, for what ever reason, to participate in the scientific program at the Annual Meeting to which the individual is invited may be reconsidered for invitation, but only through repeat balloting in contest with other nominees for Society Guest within the regional area as noted above or by petition to the Board of Directors.   The Board may grant a one year deferment for a personal emergency or for an unforeseen delay in a circumstance where a good faith effort was made by the Society Guest to comply with manuscript  production.   Only individuals who have attended an Annual Meeting as a Caucus Guest may be considered for invitation as a Society Guest.  

Standing Rules

As the society reserves increase, so do the responsibilities on the society’s officers, especially the Secretary/Treasurer.   Secretary/Treasurer Enbom suggested the following as an amendment to the Standing Rules.  This motion was passed by the Board and will be added to the Standing Rules of the Society:  Add Italics to Standing Rules
16. Investment of  PCOGS operating and reserve funds

a. All monies shall be deposited in a FDIC participating financial institution/s and maintained by the Society Secretary-Treasurer.  The current Secretary-Treasurer, past Secretary-Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary shall be signatories of record on the Society’s bank account.  The PCOGS Audit Committee shall review the financial accounts and accounting at least annually and report to the Society at their Annual Meeting.  

b.   Funds anticipated for general administration of the society’s business and

Annual meeting shall be deposited in accounts that allow daily access by the Society Treasurer.

b. Reserve Funds equal to the average annual budget shall be maintained  in accounts that allow daily access, regular checking and bank money market account (such as Bank of America Maximizer)

d. Society reserves in excess of the average annual budget may be deposited in the 

In FDIC guaranteed Certificates of Deposit or through the financial institution’s investment services in (1) US Government Treasury Bills or Notes (12 months or less) and/or (2) Federal Home Management Corporation Notes (US Government backed) discounted terms of 12 months or less.
The above amendments to the By-Laws and Standing Rules were passed by the membership.  The Board of Directors asked Dr. Shefren to draft amendments to the Standing Rules which would accommodate changes in Rule (re: covered expenses at meetings) and other applicable changes.  The recommended rule changes will be presented at the Second Business Meeting on Saturday.   
Unfinished Business
None
New Business
Marilyn Laughead brought up a concern about the advertising by physicians who claim to be ACOG members who offer procedures including “vaginal rejuvenation and G-spot enhancement” in the Scottsdale area.  Can PCOGS do anything about physicians offering procedures and therapies that aren’t backed by scientific data?  A discussion followed regarding the ACOG position regarding physicians offering unsupported therapy.  It is very difficult to control advertising and procedures that occur outside the hospital credentialing process.  No action was offered but subject of discussion was considered  a valid  issues to bring up when Dr. Ralph Hale, Exec. Director ACOG, when he speaks on Saturday, October 13, 2007.
Offices for Nomination at the Second Business Meeting
President Elect

Secretary Treasurer

Assistant Secretary 
Future Meeings

Fairmont Empress Hotel, Victoria BC, October 15-18, 2008

Hilton Torrey Pines, La Jolla, CA, September 30-October 4, 2009

San Francisco Caucus 2010 under consideration

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned

Submitted by John A. Enbom, Secretary Treasurer

First Business Meeting, October 11, 2007
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