PACIFIC COAST OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

FIRST BUSINESS MEETING

HILTON LA JOLLA TORREY PINES

Thursday, October 1, 2009

Call to Order                      
The First Business Meeting was called to order by President Lyman Rust at 1 p.m.  Dr. Rust thanked the members for attending and for their efforts in putting together a stimulating 2009 scientific program.
Tribute to deceased Members
President Rust asked for a moment of silence to honor the loss of two of our members since our last meeting, Ralph Benson (May 2009) and Melvin Breese (April 2009).  Both physicians were past members of the Portland Caucus and PCOGS Presidents in 1970 and 1977 respectively.  
Introduction of Newly Elected Fellows (December 2008)
Richard Ellsworth, LA Caucus

Shaun Grady, LA Caucus

Katherine Gregory, SF Caucus
Jan Lanouette, SF Caucus

Catherine LeClair, Portland Caucus
Frederica Lofquist, SF Caucus

James McGregor, LA Caucus

Keith Ogasawara, SF Caucus

Approval of Minutes

2008 First Annual Business Meeting minutes were approved at the 2008 Second Annual Business Meeting. 

The Minutes of the following meetings were approved for:


Second Annual Business Meeting 2008

Second Board of Directors Meeting 2008


Interim Board of Directors Meeting 2009


First Board of Directors Meeting 2009

Minutes of the First Board of Directors Meeting, Wednesday, September 30, 2009 were presented orally in reports by the Secretary Treasurer, the Assistant Secretary, Editor of Scientific Proceedings.   The following motions approved were also approved by the Board: (1) to ask for a Conflict of Interest Statement to be submitted at the time of Abstract submission and (2) the discontinuation of the historical registration book in favor of computer based records of registration and attendance.   
The Report of the Task Force on Manuscript Preparation and Publication was not available in written format at the First Board of Directors Meeting.  An oral presentation was given by Dr. Patton and a copy of the written report will be included as an attachment to the minutes of the 2009 First Board of Directors Meeting as will the New Member Survey submitted by Jodell Boyle, Board Member at Large.  
Report of the Secretary-Treasurer

The 2008 Victoria Scientific Meeting was reviewed.  One hundred ninety-eight attended: 79 Fellows, 14 Retired Fellows, 8 Society Guests, 7 Caucus Guests, 4 Guest of the Board of Directors, 8 Memorial recipients (Frank Lynch and 7 Ted Adams), 5 Personal Guests, and 73 Companions.   Seventeen papers, the Frank Lynch Memorial Essay, one resident paper, presentation of immunization guidelines for primary care, and a panel discussion made up the scientific program.   Registration fees were $585 for fellows/guests and $375 for companions.  Due to market conditions no funds were requested from the Memorial Funds for 2008.   Dr. Israel received $75,500 in industry support for the 2008 meeting.  

As of September 18, 2009 the Society financial status was as follows:


Checking (Bank of America [B of A], Corvallis) 
$38,025


Maximizer Savings (B of A)



$68,802


CD Wash. Fed     6 mo. @ 2.15%


$126,919


CD Wash. Fed.    6 mo. @ 2.20%


$102,327


CD Umpqua Bk.   1 yr.  @ 1.46%


$100,000


CD Umpqua Bk.
6 mo. @ 2.0%


$100,000




Total Assets



$536,072

Over $100,000 has been paid in deposits and payments toward the 2009 Lo Jolla Meeting.  

Report of the Memorial Funds

The Memorial Funds received contributions from 52 fellows honoring 19 deceased members for a total of $6,890 (Adams $2,955, Lynch $2,083, and Kimball $1,852).   The Memorial Fund held by the California Medical Association Foundation as of July 31, 2009 were: Adams $186,808, Lynch $49,827, and Kimball $40,717 for a total of $277,352.  The Memorial Fund total at the 2008 year end was $244,151.

Membership

The Society Membership currently stands as follows:

Fellows-184, Retired Fellows-75, Non-resident Fellows-8, Honorary Fellows-2.  

There have been two deaths reported, Ralph Benson and Melvin Breese, both originally members of the Portland Caucus and past presidents of the Society.

There has been one fellow dropped from the Society and one resignation since last report.  Currently there are four Fellows who have not paid their 2009 dues.

The Caucus membership is as follows:

	Caucus*
	2009
	
	  F
	   RF
	Total*
	% Fellows*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Los Angeles 
	
	56
	23
	78
	71%
	

	Portland
	
	
	34
	12
	46
	74%
	

	San Diego/Arizona
	
	17
	8
	25
	68%
	

	San Francisco
	
	42
	19
	61
	69%
	

	Seattle
	
	
	36
	13
	49
	73%
	

	Total
	
	
	185
	75
	260
	71%
	


Newly elected Fellows following the 2008 meeting;

Richard Ellsworth (LA), Shaun Grady (LA), Katherine Gregory (SF), Jan Lanouette (SF), Catherine LeClair (P), Frederica Lofquist (SF), Jamie McGregor (LA), and Keith Ogasawara.  

Society continues to maintain a two year plus financial reserve and growing membership.

Report of the Assistant Secretary

Bob Prins reported that the Transactions from 2001-2007 are completed and posted on the PCOGS website and Linda Hinrichsen, Society Administrator, is finalizing the 2008 Transactions.

Two death were reported, Ralph Benson, May 28, 2009 and Melvin Breese, April 2009.  both were past Presidents of the Society.

The PCOGS website is functioning well.  All Society meeting minutes have been forwarded and posted on the website.  The section “Instructions for Authors” has undergone revision.  Beginning in 2010 all presentations, posters and reviews will be managed through the website.  

The credit card payments for dues and registrations have increased and website access has been created for guests to pay their registrations online as well.  

Meeting information including links to transportation, entertainment, and restaurants are posted on the web for the La Jolla meeting.

The Spring, Summer and Personal Newsletters have been sent via email and posted on the web.  Members without email receive their newsletters by US mail.  The personal newsletter continues to receive a low number of submissions.

A motion recommended by Kirk Shy was approved by the Board which asks that the Conflict of Interest Statement be submitted earlier in the process, at the time of Abstract submission.  

Dr. Prins thanked Linda Hinrichsen, our Society Administrator, for all her help.  

Report of Editor of Scientific Proceedings
Phillip Patton was kind enough to step in as the ad hoc Editor of Scientific Proceedings during 2009 while Linda Eckert was in Switzerland on sabbatical leave from January 1-August 30, 2009.  We are deeply indebted to Dr. Patton for his fine work and support of the Society. 

In 2008 18 manuscripts were submitted to the American Journal of Ob-Gyn by: 10 Fellows, 3 Society Guests, 5 Residents/Fellows.  Six Fellow papers, 1 Society Guest paper, and 1 Resident paper were accepted for publication (8/18 or 44% acceptance).  This was the highest acceptance rate for any society (range typically 23-29%).  

Dr. Patton and others reviewed the accepted manuscripts and selected as Editor’s Choice The association between birthweight >  4000 grams and perinatal outcomes in patients with and without gestational diabetes mellitus, Tania F. ESAKOFF, MD;  Yvonne W. CHENG, MD, MPH; Teresa N. SPARKS; Aaron B. CAUGHEY, MD, PhD 
Meeting Transactions, Peer Reviewer requirements, and the information included on the Society Information Page were outlined.  There were no changes in the methods of submission, deadlines for submission to the Journal’s Editorial Office or the Optional Manuscript Pre-Review.  
A new item, however, was whether authors may submit their manuscripts to journals other than the Am. J. Ob. Gyn?  The answer is YES.   

The PCOGS Mentorship Guidelines (02/14/2007) by Paul Kaplan are presented in the Report of the Editor of Scientific Proceedings.

Report of the Industry Liaison Committee
Bob Israel presented the report of the Industry Liaison Committee.   In spite of the economic conditions and changes going on within the healthcare industry Bob Israel reported that we have received $40,400 in support for the 2009 scientific meeting.  Six grants, one non-educational grant, and 17 exhibitors.   ACOG has established guidelines for exhibition costs and recommends a fee of $1,300 per exhibitor for a meeting of our size.  Twelve of the 17 supporters are new to PCOGS this year.   All contacts and exhibitors are potential educational grants in the future.  Dr. Israel emphasized the importance of visiting and supporting the commercial exhibitors!  In 2002, the year of Dr. Israel’s presidency, 8 companies contributed $61,000.  Since then, through his diligence and hard work, we have received increasing support from 23 and 22 companies the last two years providing $75,500 of support in 2008 and $40,400 this year.  We congratulate Bob Israel!!
Board Recommended Amendments to Bylaws (Interim Board Meeting 3/7/09)

Article I, Section 3

(d)  Nomination for Society Guest.  Each Caucus shall annually review the list of their previous Caucus Guests and select those to be voted upon as nominees for Society Guest at a subsequent Annual Meeting of the Society.  The Caucus members shall thereafter vote on the proposed nominees by secret electronic or mail ballot, ranking them in order of preference.  Any candidate receiving an adverse vote exceeding ten (10) percent of the ballots cast shall not be acceptable for consideration as a Society Guest for that year.  Such individuals as well as any previous Caucus Guest not selected to be voted upon as a nominee for Society Guest for any two (2) consecutive years shall thereafter be eligible for nomination only after repeating the entire sequence described in this Section.  The Caucus Chairman shall inform the Caucus of the results of the vote and shall submit the list of nominees in order of preference, together with their curricula vitae, to the Secretary at least four (4) weeks prior to the Interim Meeting of the Board of Directors.

The Article I, Section 3 (d) amendment was approved by Membership 
(e)  Selection of a Society Guest.  The Board of Directors shall determine the number of Society Guests to be selected from each regional area and shall select that number from the list of nominees submitted by each Caucus, respecting but not being bound by the order of preference established by each Caucus.  The Secretary shall thereafter send all Fellows and Retired Fellows the names of the individuals selected and shall invite these individuals to attend the subsequent Annual Meeting as Society Guests.  A curriculum vitae of each individual accepting an invitation as Society Guest shall be provided to the Society by the Secretary not less than sixty (60) days prior to the Annual Meeting at which the individual will appear.

Whenever the preferential order submitted by a Caucus is not honored, a representative of the Board of Directors shall explain the action at the next meeting of the Caucus.  Should the Caucus vote to do so, the Board of Directors may be charged to include the by-passed nominee as a Society Guest at the next Annual Meeting.

Any individual invited as a Society Guest who declines the invitation or who fails, to participate in the scientific program at the Annual Meeting to which the individual is invited may be reconsidered for invitation, through repeat balloting in contest with other nominees for Society Guest within the regional area as noted above or by petition to the Board of Directors.   The Board may grant a one year deferment for a personal emergency or for an unforeseen delay in a circumstance where a good faith effort was made by the Society Guest to comply with manuscript production.  Only individuals who have attended an Annual Meeting as a Caucus Guest may be considered for invitation as a Society Guest.

Under most circumstances approved Society Guests will be invited to participate in the scientific program at the Annual Meeting at least one year after their approval by the Board of Directors at an Interim Board Meeting.  However, should the Program Committee or the Board of Directors require additional presentations at an Annual Meeting an invitation to participate in the scientific program may be offered to current Caucus Guests at the following Annual Meeting, as a Guest of the Board of Directors: if recommended by their host Caucus, the Program Committee, and approved by the Board of Directors.  The presentation delivered by special invitation as a Guest of the Board of Directors will meet the Society’s requirement for participation in the scientific program however the guest will be required to attend the subsequent Annual Meeting following their approval and ranking as a Society Guest by the membership of the host Caucus and Board of Directors as outlined in Article I, Section 3 (d) above. 

The amendment to Article I, Section 3 (e) was approved by Membership

Article VI

Committee and executive offices

Section 1.  Nominating Committee.  Every three years each Caucus shall annually elect an individual, other than the Caucus Chairman, to serve on the Nominating Committee.    If that individual is unable to attend the annual meeting, the Caucus Chair will choose a replacement for that meeting.  The current President will serve as Chairman and a nonvoting member of the Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee will consider in selecting nominees; prior positions held with the Society, participation in the scientific programs, geographical and caucus membership, and the length of time as a fellow.  The members of the Nominating Committee will serve staggered terms so that members of the committee will not be replaced at the same time.  The committee shall nominate candidates for President-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary annually and a Member at Large every three years or if a vacancy exists.  The Nominating Committee shall make its report at the final Business Session.  Nominations may also be made from the floor.  The election of officers will follow immediately thereafter.

Tom Powers recommend to the membership that the term of service on the nominating committee be five years; as with the Program Committee.   There appeared to be general agreement on the term of service but the language of an amendment to the submitted Bylaws Amendment to Article VI, Section 1 was not reached in the short meeting time.  A motion to table the proposed amendment and reconsider at the Second Business Meeting was approved.   

Article VI

Section 2.  Arrangements Committee.  The President-Elect, upon assuming office, shall appoint a committee on arrangements for the next Annual Meeting.

Section 2. Arrangements Committee.   The host Caucus shall nominate an Arrangements Chairman to the Board of Directors for approval.  In addition the host Caucus shall appoint additional Fellows to serve on the Arrangements Committee.   The Arrangements Committee shall coordinate meeting arrangements and activities at the chosen facility with the presiding President, the Secretary-Treasurer, and the Program Committee.    

The amendment to Article VI, Section 2 was approved by Membership
The Membership then approved the Bylaws as a whole with the three approved amendments (Article I, Section 3 (d), Article I, Section 3 (e), and Article VI, Section 2) 
Unfinished Business
New Business
Personal Newsletter will be continued in 2010.
Offices for Nomination 2010
President 2010              
J. Bill Parer

President Elect____________________________

Secretary Treasurer________________________

Assistant Secretary_________________________
The current Nominating Committee will present their nominations for the President Elect, Secretary Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary at the Second Business Meeting, Saturday, October 3, 2009.   The current members are: Chair-Outgoing President Lyman Rust, Donald Barford (Seattle), Melanie Plaut (Portland), Dena Towner (San Francisco), Tom Powers (Los Angeles) and Bill Clewell (San Diego/Arizona)
Future Meetings

2010  Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, Kohala Coast, HI

September 29-October 3, 2010, SF Caucus

Russell Laros, Jr., Arrangements Chair
2011 Sunriver Lodge, Sunriver , OR
September 14-18, 2011, Portland Caucus
Michael Collins, Arrangements Chair

There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted,  
John A. Enbom, Secretary Treasurer
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