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Board of Directors

Jodell Boyle, Member at Large

Robin Cole, Seattle Caucus Chair

Andrew Combs, San Francisco Caucus Chair

Linda Eckert, Editor of Scientific Proceedings

Jack Enbom, Secretary Treasurer

Martha Goetsch, Portland Caucus Chair

Marilyn Laughead, San Diego/Arizona Caucus Chair

J. Bill Parer, President Elect

Robert Prins, Assistant Secretary

Lyman Rust, President

Arthur Segal, Los Angeles Caucus Chair

Jerry Shefren, Past President

Invited Guests

Dean Coonrod, Program Chairman 2009

Robert Israel, Chairman Industry Liaison Committee

Michael Kettel, Arrangements Chairman 2009

Russell Laros, Jr., Arrangements Chairman 2010

Phil Patton, Task Force Chair, Manuscript Preparation and Publication
Dena Towner, Program Chairwoman, ACOG Co-sponsorship Program

Donald Barford, Seattle Caucus Chair designate 2009-2012

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by President Rust.  The members and guests were thanked for their willingness to serve and work carried out on behalf of the Society.

Approval of 2009 Interim Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Minutes of the March 4, 2009 Interim Board Meeting were approved as published.

Report of the Secretary-Treasurer

The 2008 Victoria Scientific Meeting was reviewed.  One hundred ninety-eight attended: 79 Fellows, 14 Retired Fellows, 8 Society Guests, 7 Caucus Guests, 4 Guest of the Board of Directors, 8 Memorial recipients (Frank Lynch and 7 Ted Adams), 5 Personal Guests, and 73 Companions.   Seventeen papers, the Frank Lynch Memorial Essay, one resident paper, presentation of immunization guidelines for primary care/ob-gyn, and a panel discussion made up the scientific program.   Registration fees were $585 for fellows/guests and $375 for companions.  Due to market conditions no funds were requested from the Memorial Funds for 2008.   Dr. Israel received $75,500 in industry support for the 2008 meeting.  

As of September 18, 2009 the Society financial status was as follows:


Checking (Bank of America [B of A], Corvallis) 
$38,025


Maximizer Savings (B of A)



$68,802

CD Wash. Fed     6 mo. @ 2.15%


$126,919


CD Wash. Fed.    6 mo. @ 2.20%


$102,327


CD Umpqua Bk.   1 yr.  @ 1.46%


$100,000


CD Umpqua Bk.
6 mo. @ 2.0%


$100,000




Total Assets



$536,072

Over $100,000 has been paid toward the 2009 Lo Jolla Meeting in payments and deposits.  

Report of the Memorial Funds

The Memorial Funds received contributions from 52 fellows honoring 19 deceased members for a total of $6,890 (Adams $2,955, Lynch $2,083, and Kimball $1,852).   The Memorial Fund held by the California Medical Association Foundation as of July 31, 2009 was: Adams $186,808, Lynch $49,827, and Kimball $40,717 for a total of $277,352.   The Memorial Fund total at the 2008 year end was 

$244,151.

Report of the Assistant Secretary

Bob Prins reported that the Transactions from 2001-2007 are completed and posted on the PCOGS website and Linda Hinrichsen, Society Administrator is finalizing the 2008 Transactions.

Two death were reported, Ralph Benson, May 28, 2009 and Melvin Breese, April 2009. Both physicians were past Presidents of the Society.

The PCOGS website is functioning well.  All Society meeting minutes have been forwarded and posted on the website.  The section “Instructions for Authors” has undergone revision.  Beginning in 2010 all presentations, posters and reviews will be managed through the website.  

The credit card payments for dues and registrations have increased and website access has been created for guests to pay their registrations online as well.  

Meeting information including links to transportation, entertainment, and restaurants are posted on the web for the La Jolla meeting.

During the Assistant Secretary’s Report the subject of the process for submission and review of manuscripts for PCOGS was discussed at length. The process has been well articulated in PCOGS publications and on the website.  The Board recommends that all submitted manuscripts follow the process and timelines published on the PCOGS website.  In addition the Board recommends that all manuscripts be submitted only through the PCOGS website.
The Spring, Summer and Personal Newsletters have been sent via email and posted on the web.  Members without email receive their newsletters by US mail.  The personal newsletter continues to receive low number of submissions.

Kirk Shy, 2008 Program Chairman sent a request that the Board consider asking the Members and Guests to submit a Conflict of Interest Statement at the time of submission of an Abstract rather than later when the manuscript is submitted.  Following a discussion the Board approved a motion to ask that the Conflict of Interest statement be submitted at the time of abstract submission. 

Dr. Prins thanked Linda Hinrichsen, our Society Administrator, for all her help.  

Report of the Historian
Martha Goetsch reported that the final report of the 2008 meeting was finished.    The historical society registration process and storage was discussed.  The large format book is cumbersome to handle and store and many year’s registration records are missing.   After a discussion a motion with second was approved to discontinue member/guest/companion registration book.   The secretary will provide the Historian a listing of the registrations for each annual scientific meeting and the Assistant Secretary to publish on the website.
Committee Reports


Program Committee 2009

Dean Coonrod reported on the 2009 scientific meeting.  Twenty-five papers are scheduled (10 Society Guest papers and 15 Fellow papers), 7 Resident/Fellow Posters and a Fellow poster, a panel discussion on Regulation of ART Programs: self control vs. government control.  A special presentation by H. Randall Craig, Tabloid Medicine: the Science Behind the Headlines (for Fellows, Guests, and Companions).  Nine Fellow’s papers, papers 4, 5, 6, 14, 15, 16, 18, 21 and 22 are scheduled in the shorter 20 minute slot (10 min. presentation, 3 formal discussion, and 3 minute informal discussion).  The remaining minutes were used for meeting adjustment or continued informal discussion.   A new presentation cycle will be used: presentation, formal discussion followed by the answers to the formal discussant then informal discussion from the floor.  The questions asked from the floor will be answered when asked rather than at the end of the informal discussion.  Cinna Wolmuth presented her Poster 08 manuscript as an oral presentation to fill the void created by the late withdrawal of Patricia Grade’s paper (SG, SD/AZ). Informal discussion will follow her presentation only.   David Greenspan also filled in as informal discussant for paper 17.   The Board thanked Dean Coonrod for his hard work in preparation of the 76th Annual Scientific program. 

Arrangements Committee 2009

Michael Kettel outlined the meeting activities including the Thursday evening event at the Birch Aquarium @ Scripps.  Bus transportation to the Aquarium is arranged and will run from 5:45 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The Weds. evening reception/buffet is in Parttere Garden rather than the Scripps Ballroom as listed in the program.  David Greenspan is in charge of registration which will be in the main lobby Tues. and Weds. afternoon and then will move to the foyer outside the Grande Ballroom meeting area through Friday.  Activity updates and announcements will be made during the meeting.  A special presentation by H. Randall Craig on Tabloid Medicine open to Fellows, Guests and Companions will be delivered Thursday at the lunch break in the Grande Ballroom. Box lunches will be on sale in the foyer.


Report of Editor of Scientific Proceedings

Phillip Patton was kind enough to step in as the pro tem Editor of Scientific Proceedings during 2009 while Linda Eckert was in Switzerland on sabbatical leave from January 1-August 30, 2009.  We are deeply indebted to Dr. Patton for his fine work and support of the Society. 

In 2008 18 manuscripts were submitted to the American Journal of Ob-Gyn by: 10 Fellows, 3 Society Guests, 5 Residents/Fellows.  Six Fellow papers, 1 Society Guest paper, and 1 Resident paper were accepted for publication (8/18 or 44% acceptance).  This was the highest acceptance rate for any society (range typically 23-29%).  

Dr. Patton and others reviewed the accepted manuscripts and selected as Editor’s Choice The association between birthweight >  4000 grams and perinatel outcomes in patients with and without gestational diabetes mellitus, Tania F. ESAKOFF, MD;  Yvonne W. CHENG, MD, MPH; Teresa N. SPARKS; Aaron B. CAUGHEY, MD, PhD 

Meeting Transactions, Peer Reviewer requirements, and the information included on the Society Information Page were outlined.  There were no changes in the methods of submission, deadlines for submission to the Journal’s Editorial Office or the Optional Manuscript Pre-Review.  

A new item, however, was whether authors may submit their manuscripts to journals other than the Am. J. Ob. Gyn?  The answer is YES.   

There has been interest expressed by another regional society to look into the possibility of publishing a supplement to the American Journal.  The supplement would include the regional society’s unedited manuscripts and asked if PCOGS was interested in sharing the publication costs and include our manuscripts as well.  The cost for a supplement might be in the range of $50,000.   A discussion followed and there was no interest in joining others in publication of unedited society transactions; especially when we have the highest regional society publication rate with the AJOG.  No action was taken on the request.  
The PCOGS Mentorship Guidelines (02/14/2007) by Paul Kaplan are presented in the written Report of the Editor of Scientific Proceedings.


Report of the Industry Liaison Committee

 Bob Israel presented the report of the Industry Liaison Committee.   In spite of the economic conditions and changes going on within the healthcare industry Bob Israel reported that we have received $40,400 in support for the 2009 scientific meeting.  Six grants, one non-educational grant (non-CME grant), and 17 exhibitors.   ACOG has established guidelines for exhibition costs and recommends a fee of $1,300 per exhibitor for a meeting of our size.    Twelve of the 17 supporters are new to PCOGS this year.   All contacts and exhibitors are potential educational grants in the future.  Dr. Israel emphasized the importance of visiting and supporting the commercial exhibitors!  In 2002, the year of Dr. Israel’s presidency, 8 companies contributed $61,000.  Since then, through his diligence and hard work, we have received increasing support from 23 and 22 companies the last two years providing $75,500 of support in 2008 and $40,400 this year.  We congratulate Bob Israel!!


Program Committee 2010

Dena Towner had no report at this time but expressed concern about the low number of Society Guests currently listed, only five.   She asked the caucuses to solicit Fellows’ papers for the 2010 meeting.   We also have a good Caucus Guest turnout this year and some may be in a position to fast track and present in 2010 as well.   

Arrangements Committee 2010

Russ Laros discussed the 2010 meeting scheduled for the Hapuna Prince Hotel, Kohala Coast, on the island of Hawaii September 29-October 3, 2010.   He will accompany President Parer and Secretary-Treasurer Enbom on a site visit November 30-December 1, 2009.  Russ indicated that there would be many potential activities available in the area and asked for input from the other caucus members regarding pre-meeting activities and activities during the 2010 meeting.
Membership

The Society Membership currently stands as follows:
Fellows-184, Retired Fellows-75, Non-resident Fellows-8, Honorary Fellows-2.  

There have been two deaths reported, Ralph Benson and Melvin Breese, both originally members of the Portland Caucus and past presidents of the Society.

There has been one fellow dropped from the Society and one resignation since last report.  Currently there are four Fellows who have not paid their 2009 dues.
The Caucus membership is as follows:

	Caucus*
	2009
	
	  F
	   RF
	Total*
	% Fellows*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Los Angeles 
	
	56
	23
	78
	71%
	

	Portland
	
	
	34
	12
	46
	74%
	

	San Diego/Arizona
	
	17
	8
	25
	68%
	

	San Francisco
	
	42
	19
	61
	69%
	

	Seattle
	
	
	36
	13
	49
	73%
	

	Total
	
	
	185
	75
	260
	71%
	


Newly elected Fellows following the 2008 meeting;
Richard Ellsworth (LA), Shaun Grady (LA), Katherine Gregory (SF), Jan Lanouette (SF), Catherine LeClair (P), Frederica Lofquist (SF), Jamie McGregor (LA), and Keith Ogasawara.  

Guests
Society Guests 2009

Scheduled to present:

Jonathan S. Berek, 

SF

Stanford, CA

Janet M. Burlingame

SF

Honolulu, HI

Audrey P. Garrett


P

Portland, OR

Marc Incerpi


LA

Los Angeles, CA

William Khieu


SF

Salinas, CA

Matthew Kim


SD/AZ
Los Angeles, CA

Maria Manriquez


SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

Terri Simpson


P

Portland, OR

Guillermo J. Valenzuela

LA

Colton, CA

Juan Vargas


SF

San Francisco, CA

Patricia Grade


SD/AZ    
Scottsdale, AZ
Withdrew
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Society Guests 2010
Peter Chandler


SF 

Accepted

Karen Maples


LA

Accepted*

Judy Marvin


P

Accepted

Margaret O’Reilly


P
 
Accepted*

Robert Wallace


LA

Accepted

Paul Schroeder


P

Declined
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*Direct response from invited guest has not been received.  
Information 
    
received via Caucus Chair or Sponsor.
Caucus Guests Invited

Name

       Caucus
             Home
             Registered

Paula J. Hillard

SF

Stanford, CA  

Yes

Afshan Bahador

SD/AZ
San Diego, CA

Yes

Jeffrey Broberg

SF

Provo, UT


Yes

Yvonne W. Cheng

SF

San Francisco, CA
Yes

Bridgette D. Duggan
SD/AZ
San Diego, CA

Yes
Douglas K. Fenton
SD/AZ
Vista, CA


Yes

Karrie Francois

SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

Yes

Jennifer Israel

LA

Pasadena, CA

Yes

Richard H. Lee

LA

Los Angeles, CA

Yes

Deirdre J. Lyell

SF

Stanford, CA

Yes

Liberato V. Mukul

P

Portland, OR

Yes

Patrick M. Mullin

LA

Los Angeles, CA

Yes

Laila I. Muderspach
LA

Los Angeles, CA

Yes

Dana Porter

SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

Yes

Paul Qualtere-Burcher
P

Eugene, OR


Yes

Elizabeth Silverman
SD/AZ
Del Mar, CA


Yes
M. Brad Silverman
SD/AZ
Del Mar, CA


Yes
Michael Traynor

P

Clackamas, OR

Yes

Thomas Q. Zheng

SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

Yes

Ricardo Azziz

LA

Los Angeles, CA

Declined

Carmen V. Brown

SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

No
Darcy Carr


S

Seattle, WA

Withdrew

Elizabeth Grosen

S

Spokane, WA

No

Michael Hibner

SD/AZ
Phoenix, AZ

Withdrew
David M. Lee

P

Portland, OR

Declined

Connie Mao


S

Seattle, WA


No

Per Sandberg

SF

San Francisco, CA 
No
20 19/27
Dr. Enbom I only counted 19 above
Personal Guests
Arzou Ashan 

Accepted
 
Registered
John Girard

Hongxiu Ji


Accepted

Registered
Robin Cole
Katarina Lanner-Cusin
Accepted

Registered
John Girard

Melissa Larsen

Accepted

Registered
John Schlaerth

Joseph Li


Accepted

Registered
Joseph Oliver

Peter Lim


Accepted

Registered
John Schlaerth

Jennifer McNulty

Accepted

Registered  Gainer Pillsbury

Tikvah Myers

Accepted

Registered  Cinna Wohlmuth

Rudy Quintero

Accepted

Registered
Kathryn Shaw

Charles South

Accepted

Registered
Paul Daskalos

Kathy N. Walker

Accepted

Registered
Shaun Grady

Stephen Wells

Accepted

Registered
Joe Ouzounian

Jonathan Weiss

Accepted

Registered 
John Girard
Ryan Anderson

Declined



John Girard

Allison Lynch-Miller
No response


Susan Gorman

DeShawn Taylor

Withdrew
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Guests of the Board of Directors

Peter Chandler, Salinas CA, Society Guest 2010 
Accepted

Tania Esakoff, San Francisco, CA, Frank Lynch

Accepted

Bryon Jacoby, Sacramento, CA, Ted Adams

Accepted

Shivani Patel, Los Angeles, CA, Ted Adams

Accepted

Maria Rodriquez, San Francisco, CA, Ted Adams
Accepted

Samantha Stein, Los Angeles, CA, Ted Adams

Accepted

Vanessa Sun, Los Angeles, CA, Ted Adams

Accepted

Tevy Tith, Long Beach, CA, Ted Adams


Accepted

Robert J. Wallace, Los Angeles, CA



Declined

Karen Maples, Downey, CA, Society Guest 2010
Declined

Judy Marvin, Salem, OR, Society Guest 2010

Declined

Margaret O’Reilly, Portland, OR, Society Guest 2010 
Declined

Paul Shroeder, Medford, OR, Society Guest 2010
Declined
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Unfinished Business

Task Force on Manuscript Preparation and Publication

Phil Patton delivered the Report of the Task Force on Manuscript Preparation and Publication.   The written report was not included in the board meeting  materials.  Phil obtained a copy from his computer and highlighted the recommendations from the report.  The report recommends changes in the Bylaws.  The Board recommended that the report be attached to the minutes (Attachment 1) and the recommendations be evaluated by the Chair of the Task Force, the Society Assistant Secretary and Secretary with a draft document regarding possible Bylaws and/or possible Rule amendments to be presented at the 2010 Interim Board of Directors Meeting. 

Bylaws and Rules: Amendments submitted to members
Board Recommended Amendments to Bylaws (Interim Board Meeting 3/7/09)

Article I, Section 3

(d)  Nomination for Society Guest.  Each Caucus shall annually review the list of their previous Caucus Guests and select those to be voted upon as nominees for Society Guest at a subsequent Annual Meeting of the Society.  The Caucus members shall thereafter vote on the proposed nominees by secret electronic or mail ballot, ranking them in order of preference.  Any candidate receiving an adverse vote exceeding ten (10) percent of the ballots cast shall not be acceptable for consideration as a Society Guest for that year.  Such individuals as well as any previous Caucus Guest not selected to be voted upon as a nominee for Society Guest for any two (2) consecutive years shall thereafter be eligible for nomination only after repeating the entire sequence described in this Section.  The Caucus Chairman shall inform the Caucus of the results of the vote and shall submit the list of nominees in order of preference, together with their curricula vitae, to the Secretary at least four (4) weeks prior to the Interim Meeting of the Board of Directors.

(e)  Selection of a Society Guest.  The Board of Directors shall determine the number of Society Guests to be selected from each regional area and shall select that number from the list of nominees submitted by each Caucus, respecting but not being bound by the order of preference established by each Caucus.  The Secretary shall thereafter send all Fellows and Retired Fellows the names of the individuals selected and shall invite these individuals to attend the subsequent Annual Meeting as Society Guests.  A curriculum vitae of each individual accepting an invitation as Society Guest shall be provided to the Society by the Secretary not less than sixty (60) days prior to the Annual Meeting at which the individual will appear.

Whenever the preferential order submitted by a Caucus is not honored, a representative of the Board of Directors shall explain the action at the next meeting of the Caucus.  Should the Caucus vote to do so, the Board of Directors may be charged to include the by-passed nominee as a Society Guest at the next Annual Meeting.

Any individual invited as a Society Guest who declines the invitation or who fails, to participate in the scientific program at the Annual Meeting to which the individual is invited may be reconsidered for invitation, through repeat balloting in contest with other nominees for Society Guest within the regional area as noted above or by petition to the Board of Directors.   The Board may grant a one year deferment for a personal emergency or for an unforeseen delay in a circumstance where a good faith effort was made by the Society Guest to comply with manuscript production.  Only individuals who have attended an Annual Meeting as a Caucus Guest may be considered for invitation as a Society Guest.

Under most circumstances approved Society Guests will be invited to participate in the scientific program at the Annual Meeting at least one year after their approval by the Board of Directors at an Interim Board Meeting.  However, should the Program Committee or the Board of Directors require additional presentations at an Annual Meeting an invitation to participate in the scientific program may be offered to current Caucus Guests at the following Annual Meeting, as a Guest of the Board of Directors: if recommended by their host Caucus, the Program Committee, and approved by the Board of Directors.  The presentation delivered by special invitation as a Guest of the Board of Directors will meet the Society’s requirement for participation in the scientific program however the guest will be required to attend the subsequent Annual Meeting following their approval and ranking as a Society Guest by the membership of the host Caucus and Board of Directors as outlined in Article I, Section 3 (d) above. 

Article VI

Committee and executive offices

Section 1.  Nominating Committee.  Every three years each Caucus shall annually elect an individual, other than the Caucus Chairman, to serve on the Nominating Committee.    If that individual is unable to attend the annual meeting, the Caucus Chair will choose a replacement for that meeting.  The current President will serve as Chairman and a nonvoting member of the Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee will consider in selecting nominees; prior positions held with the Society, participation in the scientific programs, geographical and caucus membership, and the length of time as a fellow.  The members of the Nominating Committee will serve staggered terms so that members of the committee will not be replaced at the same time.  The committee shall nominate candidates for President-Elect, Secretary-Treasurer, and Assistant Secretary annually and a Member at Large every three years or if a vacancy exists.  The Nominating Committee shall make its report at the final Business Session.  Nominations may also be made from the floor.  The election of officers will follow immediately thereafter.

Article VI

Section 2.  Arrangements Committee.  The President-Elect, upon assuming office, shall appoint a committee on arrangements for the next Annual Meeting.

Section 2. Arrangements Committee.   The host Caucus shall nominate an Arrangements Chairman to the Board of Directors for approval.  In addition the host Caucus shall appoint additional Fellows to serve on the Arrangements Committee.   The Arrangements Committee shall coordinate meeting arrangements and activities at the chosen facility with the presiding President, the Secretary-Treasurer, and the Program Committee.    


Newer Member Survey

Jodell Boyle, Board Member at Large, presented the results of a survey to new members of the Society (Attachment 2).   A discussion followed.  The survey suggested general support for the Society’s format and meeting time.  It does emphasize the need for continued attention to meeting costs as an attendance factor for the new members.   Dr. Israel suggested that the survey data be presented in a format that clarified the data presented.  

Fall Newsletter 
Assistant Secretary Prins indicted that the 2009 Member Newsletter had few submissions again this year.  Following a discussion the Board recommends that the Member Newsletter be continued next year with the continued hope that participation will increase.
New Business


Hotel Room Contract Obligations: Notice to Fellows and 
Guests

Secretary Treasurer Enbom expressed concern about member and guest hotel bookings.  Our contract with a host facility for our fall scientific meetings carries significant room night obligations as well as food/beverage purchases.  There is a misunderstanding by some members and guests about the importance of meeting these obligations. Some stay outside the facility and others book the host facility through secondary web-based reservation systems which don’t count in the hotel’s room night credit calculations.  Dr. Shefren suggests that future contracts should include coverage of alternative booked nights.  Whether that is possible can be explored but we also already have contracts with the Hapuna Prince in Hawaii for 2010 and Sunriver Resort in Oregon for 2011.  A greater effort to publicize the issue in PCOGS Newsletters and through caucus communication needs to be made.      
Consideration of Syllabus for Meeting

Dean Coonrod asked that the Board consider publishing a syllabus for the annual scientific meetings which could include copies of power point presentations, references, and other resources.  A discussion followed.  Some meetings provide a disc or flash stick with resource information or syllabus.  Cost is a consideration, especially of a printed publication.  Concern was also expressed that some authors might not wish to release their manuscript or data of unpublished work. No action was taken at this time.  
Future Meetings


2010  Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, Kohala Coast, HI


September 29-October 3, 2010-San Francisco Caucus


Russell Laros, Jr., Arrangements Chair


2011  Sunriver Lodge, Sunriver, OR


September 14-18, 2011, Portland Caucus


Michael Collins, Arrangements Chair

There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned.


Submitted:

    John. A. Enbom, Secretary Treasurer
Attachment 1     Task Force on Manuscript Preparation and Publication 
Topics for Discussion

1)    Method of Presentation:   Article 1 section 2 f of the by-laws states:  “Presentation by society guests. Those accepting an invitation to attend a meeting of the society as society guests shall be required personally to present a paper at that meeting”  In previous discussions by the board and program chair, the option of a non-oral presentation (poster) was extended to Society guests. There is no amendment in our by-laws that reflects this option. It is mentioned in Appendix B that “the board of directors of PCOGS has discussed giving the Program Chairman the option of having posters be the method of presentation for some Society guests”.  So, we have a discordance  between the by-laws and the Appendix’  We would recommend that the options be clearly defined (ie that the presentation may either in an oral or poster format as decided by the program chair) in the by-laws to prevent ambiguity for Society guests. Secondly, we should clarify that the choice of presentation is at the discretion of either the Board or Program Chair.  

2)    Type of presentation: In looking at the by-laws we cannot find any description of the requirements of the presentation. The committee felt that the presentations represent original work. Original work would consist of data or information that has not been presented in any form previously at the regional or national levels unless approved by interim meeting of the board of directors. In Appendix B it states that “it was usual for papers to be presented as a work in progress to the local OB Gyn Society…Presenting at your local society may still be an option for those who are members”. We could continue this policy if the board agrees.

3)    Preparation and Submission of Manuscripts:  It is uncertain whether the by-laws state that a prepared and submitted manuscript is required.  In the standing rules (10) Memorial essayists are required to prepare a manuscript (eg Frank Lynch), but it doesn’t mention fellows or guests. We would suggest that all essayists (society guests and fellows) who present papers at the annual meeting be required to prepare a manuscript for submission the Formal Reviewer, where the program chair for the annual meeting establishes the deadline for submission. The program chair, in collaboration with the scientific advisor, will inform essayists of the deadline for submission to the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology.  Consider posting  an electronic version of the manuscript to a secure part of our web site prior to the meeting.  This could allow fellows an opportunity to preview the essential components of the presentation prior to the meeting. The expectation would be to provide the foundation for a more robust (and knowledgeable) informal discussion. The down side:  It is possible that this process could be reviewed as a form of manuscript submission and complicate submission of original work to American Journal, or other journals, which is unlikely. 
4)    Publication of a Manuscript: Manuscript submission has been historically and exclusively to the American Journal.  In fact, Article VI Section 7 states that the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology (is) (the official journal of the Society). During the October 18, 2008 board meeting this relationship was explored and board members concluded that “PCOGS Bylaws don’t exclude submission to other journals”.  As such, we may not need an amendment for submission of manuscripts to journals other than the American Journal. Alternatively, this dualism of “official” but also “non-official” journal could be considered sophistry. In any event, a by-law change may be necessary to reflect the evolving duties of the Editor, the process of manuscript review, and our relationship with the American Journal. Indeed, Appendix B comments on the new relationship but it is not a formal by-law. 
Attachment 2   New Member Survey (Jodell Boyle, Member at Large)
	PCOGS NEWER MEMBER SURVEY 04/09
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#1.
	What first interested you in PCOGS?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Invitation by my partner/friend/colleague
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Referral from older members
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dr. M. Smith and Dr. W. Peters were members
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Russ Laros suggested going - then at the meeting, I liked the presentation style with the discussion presentations

	
	invitation by local member
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I  worked with Lyman Rust and was invited by him.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	My colleagues praised it highly 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Many former faculty members were members.  Resident research promoted heavily during residency.

	
	The papers, talks and collegiality.  Cool meeting sites as well!
	
	
	
	

	
	SENIOR COLLEAGUES ENCOURAGED ME TO ATTEND, AND I REALLY LIKED THE COLLEGIALITY AND MIX OF PRIVATE, UNIVERSITY, AND KAISER DOCS+

	
	the combination of academics with a unique social environment
	
	
	
	

	
	It is a remarkably collegial group.  I enjoy the interaction of the members in private practice and those in academics.

	
	Educational opportunities, interact with interesting people in the field, nice meeting locations

	
	first knew about PCOGS as a resident - 20 years ago - Dr. Gordon Peacock
	
	

	
	Outstanding membership, Well known and highly respected organization, Educational and research/publication opportunities superb++

	
	Talking to Jack Enbom about the program and the research component. 
	
	

	#2
	What do you like most about the organization?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	some of the tradition, platform to present new science
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	low pressure meeting and organization
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Small organization
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I like the mixture of private and academic docs, mixture of generalist and sub specialists and the presentation style with the discussions

	
	comeraderie (however it's spelled)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Thought provoking meeting , very friendly group and a network of resources that cant be compared

	
	The mix of private and academic member 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Easy way to meet/socialize with members of our field.  Many members are prominent in their fields/locations.  Opportunity to have research published in Gray journal.

	
	The quality of scientific information presented and collegiality and networking.
	
	

	
	ABOVE ANSWER APPLIES+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Predictably friendly yet very professional and diverse
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Collegiality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I have met and made many new friends.  the society is very open and supportive of the younger members.

	
	seeing colleagues from other institutions on west coast
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	same as above: what first interested me in PCOGS++
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I appreciate the mix of provider types and settings: perinatologists, EI and generalists, town and gown, hearing new research presented, and the camaraderie. with the people and partners we see each year.  I like the rotating regional sponsorships of the meetings - familiar yet new every time.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#3
	What, if anything, would you change?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	price of the conference make it every other year
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	The meeting is improving but the scientific content needs to tighten up
	
	
	

	
	More gyn presentations
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I think there could be an emphasis on setting a higher quality threshold for research presentations. Also, we should consider strategies to having more trainees come. Currently, we fund everyone who presents a poster/talk that is a trainee. But we might invite and partially fund more of them...

	
	nothing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	More rigorous science 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nothing really.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	If meetings are at nice resorts, like Hawaii, meetings and presentations should end by noon, so we can enjoy the amenities and have enough free time with spouses or family.  Sometimes, too much is crammed in a session.

	
	ENCOURAGE MORE PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS TO JOIN-NEED MORE TALKS ON PRACTICAL SUBJECTS.  MANY OF THE ACADEMIC PAPERS ARE INTERESTING AND WELL DONE, BUT INFORMATION NOT VERY USEFUL IN DAY-TO DAY PRACTICE

	
	Make it even easier for residents , fellows etc. in training to attend meetings and join with families

	
	I enjoy the current format.  would not change anything
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	encourage membership among younger individuals
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Meetings are very expensive (combining all aspects of registration fee, hotel and travel... it really adds up).  For newer practitioners in these economic times, costs can be intimidating.

	
	
	YES
	NO
	SOMEWHAT
	SOMETIMES
	

	#4
	Do you find that the current format meets your educational needs?
	12
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	

	
	Format is great.  Lecture followed by formal discussant, then followed by Q&A, is one of the attractions of this meeting.+

	
	
	Early Summer
	Late Summer
	Early Fall
	Late Fall
	Early Winter
	Late Winter 
	Late Spring

	#5
	What time of year do you prefer for meetings?
	3
	5
	8
	3
	2
	4
	1

	
	For winter meetings, would ski resorts be considered?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#6
	What, if anything, would make you want to come more often?
	
	
	
	

	
	decrease the price, add more review
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	More gyn/gyn onc
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I already have been coming every year, but I think if we can get a bigger, broader membership, it will enhance the meeting. I also think we should invite more trainees.

	
	location
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Nice location in warm weather, better science 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Location, costs.  If it is during the school year, hard to pull kids out of school for a week. 

	
	I ALREADY GO YEARLY
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	place - not too expensive and easy to get to
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Outstanding papers being presented, camaraderie, reasonable cost, convenient timing, easy-to-access location

	
	
	YES
	NO
	
	
	
	
	

	#7
	Do you usually bring a guest with you?
	8
	6
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	NO OPINION
	
	

	#8
	Would you like to involve your children in the meetings, or encourage others to bring their children?
	4
	9
	1
	
	
	
	

	
	CHILDREN ARE WELCOME.  MY ARE GROWN UP & NO LONGER TRAVEL WITH ME TO MEETINGS 

	
	X!!! Yes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	PNWOBGYN SOCIETY ALREADY HAS THIS**
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#9
	Do your participate in Sports Day? 
	2
	13
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Why or why not?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	I don't play golf, I want some alone time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Not enough time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	an extra day....
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	SOMETIMES, IF SCHEDULE PERMITS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Time limitations; not big on sports
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Don't play golf or tennis.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Hard for me to take extra time off work.  Would rather spend it efficiently at the meetings.

	
	I CANNOT AFFORD TO TAKE AN EXTRA DAY OUT OF THE OFFICE. WOULD LOVE TO, BUT NOT ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE AT THIS TIME

	
	I don't play tennis or golf
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Was busy in the past, now that I have become a member will probably participate in the preconvention events

	
	Hard to leave practice for too many days, so I prioritize the lecture/presentation/CME dates

	
	Time  away from work.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	YES
	NO
	
	
	
	
	

	#10
	Do you have any barriers to attending as often as you would like?
	5
	5
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Price - make meeting every other year - with CME "$" decrease the expensive price, I can't afford it.

	
	I COME EVERY YEAR SO FAR 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	financial and time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	#11
	What is your vision of the future of the group?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Not sure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Higher quality research, increasing membership, I think figuring out a strategy to get more residents and particularly fellows to come would, over time, accomplish both of these.

	
	younger, making sure the generalist are involved
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Generally the same as it; more young members; It is hard keeping societies going given the current practice constraints. I am not sure how to overcome this.

	
	Continue to allow publication of studies in Gray journal.  I think appropriate steps are being taken to bring in new members.

	
	NEED TO ENCOURAGE MORE PARTCIPATION from younger people and emphasize value of collegiality and participation in professional organizations.  this will be tough since there is less participation in organizations eveywhere

	
	Continue research and education
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	35-45
	45-55
	55-65
	65+
	
	
	

	
	Your age 
	7
	5
	3
	
	
	
	

	
	COMMENTS
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	63 members received surveys to complete 16 completed surveys were received.  Some of the returned surveys did not answer all of the questions.
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