PACIFIC COAST OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL SOCIETY

ANNUAL MEETING

Fairmont Empress, Victoria, B.C., Canada
SECOND BUSINESS MEETING

Saturday October 18, 2008
CALL TO ORDER

President Shefren called the Second Business Meeting to order at 11:15 a.m.
MINUTES OF THE FIRST BUSINESS MEETING 

The minutes of the October 15, 2008 First Business Meeting were read by Secretary Enbom and were approved as read.

DISCUSSION OF 2008 CANDIDATES FOR FELLOWSHIP

The six Society Guests were presented and comments were made by the representative Caucus Chairs and Fellows. All comments were favorable..

Richard Ellsworth


LA Caucus

Hanford, CA
Shaun Grady


LA Caucus

San Gabriel, CA

Katherine Gregory

SF Caucus

San Francisco, CA

Jan Lanouette


SF Caucus

Sacramento, CA

Catherine LeClair


Portland Caucus
Portland, OR

Frederica Lofquist


SF Caucus

San Francisco, CA

Keith Ogasawara


SF Caucus

Honolulu, HI

The six Society Guests will be presented at the Second Board of Directors Meeting and those approved will be presented to the Membership for approval by mail-in ballot.  

REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE

President Shefren read the Audit Committee Report submitted by Gordon Peacock dated October 14, 2008.

“Mal and I have done a detailed review of the financial records of the Society.  We commend Jack Enbom for excellent records; they are thorough, concise and easy to follow.  

PCOGS is in sound financial condition.  Reserves continue to grow each year.  Even at the present time the reserves have held up in spite of the huge hit on the equity markets, thanks to the investment policy of the Board.  The Memorial Funds will take a hit this year because of the investment policy of the CMA Foundation.  The Funds were down 4.6% as of my latest records of 6/30/08.   These are paper losses and the Funds should recover as the equity markets recover.   Contributions of members to the Funds continue to be excellent.  Again, we commend Secretary-Treasurer Enbom for his excellent service to the Society”.

President Shefren called for approval of the Auditor’s Report which was approved as presented.  

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Donald Barford presented the following slate of officers to the membership attending the Annual Meeting from the Nominating Committee.


President (Elected 2007)

Lyman Rust


President Elect


Julian (Bill) Parer


Secretary Treasurer


Jack Enbom


Assistant Secretary


Bob Prins

A motion and second to close the nominations was passed unanimously and was followed by a motion for unanimous consent of the above ballot which passed.
INSTALLATION OF 2009 OFFICERS

President Shefren presented the gavel and turned the president’s chair over to the incoming President, Lyman Rust.  President Rust presented Jerry Shefren with a plaque and crystal vase in thanks for his long service to the Society including seven years as Secretary Treasurer as well as President.   

President Rust also thanked the membership for the honor of serving PCOGS as their president, an organization that has been a significant part of his personal and professional life.  President Rust indicated that his primary goal for the forthcoming year was to increase the support to the younger and new members of the Society and to encourage and support the candidates for membership.   

PROGRAM COMMITTEE


Chair 2009

SD/AZ
 Caucus
Dean Coonrod


Members

Portland Caucus
Duncan Neilson





San Francisco

Dena Towner





Seattle Caucus

Kirk Shy





Los Angeles

Michael Nageotte


CAUCUS DIRECTORS

Seattle


Robin Cole (filled in for two years for Bob Prins





when he was elected to Assistant Secretary)



Portland 


Martha Goetsch (2009)

San Francisco

Andrew Combs (2010)

San Diego/Arizona
Marilyn Laughead (2011)

Los Angesles

Art Segal (2009)

HISTORIAN

Martha Goetsch has accepted appointment as Historian replacing Lyman Rust who served the Society long and well in this position.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Two items were referred to the Caucus meetings:

1. Status of the Fall Member Newsletter

2. Should members and guests have the option to submit manuscripts primarily to other journals other than the Am. Journal of Ob Gyn

Report of the Caucus Chairs

The five Caucus Chairs gave reports following their Caucus Meeting Friday, October 17, 2008.  The Caucus Chairs reported support for continuation of the Newsletter and for allowing Fellows and Guests to submit manuscripts to alternative journals rather than exclusively to the Am. Journal of Ob Gyn.
Newsletter:  It was suggested that requests for participation be increased to include second email addresses such as the home email or spouses’/companions’ email.  A general mailing request may also encourage more participation.   It was also suggested that a matrix or format be included with the request suggesting items of general interest for the membership.  Some were concerned that too many submissions included only personal information such as status of grandchildren and didn’t include professional, travel, and other items of more general interest for the readers who may not be as personally connected to many of the Fellows.   

AJOG: The American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology has diminished interest in the regional Society’s they have historically supported.  There are also more members who are interested in submitting their manuscripts to subspecialty journals.   While the relationship with the AJOG needs to be considered carefully there was general support for the Program Committee and the Society to consider other options for primary submission and publication of manuscripts.   

NEW BUSINESS

1. President Rust suggested exploring methods of encouraging and helping new members.

2. It was suggested that the Board consider submitting a survey to members who didn’t attend the Annual Meeting to explore the reasons for lack of attendance: conflict, costs, meeting doesn’t meet educational needs, etc. 

3. Simon Henderson suggest the Program Committee change the Formal and Informal Discussion format to allow the presenter to answer question as they are asked rather than following all the questions.   This allows for a more appropriate response to each question/s and would be less stressful  for the person (Fellow and Guest).  A concern was expressed that the process would need to avoid a dialog between an informal discussant and the person presenting the paper.   There appeared to be strong support for this concept and will be considered at the Second Board of Directors Meeting.  

There being no additional business the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by:

John A. Enbom, Secretary Treasurer  
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